[Paradigm shift in ANCA diagnostics : New international consensus recommendations].
Up to now indirect immunofluorescence (IIF) followed by an antigen-specific assay specific for proteinase 3 (PR3) or myeloperoxidase (MPO) has been the standard method for the detection of antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies (ANCA). The development of more sensitive and highly specific PR3-ANCA and MPO-ANCA immunoassays for the diagnosis of ANCA-associated vasculitis (AAV) has raised doubts about the two-stage diagnostic strategy currently recommended for ANCA detection. Presentation and discussion of the new international consensus recommendations on ANCA testing in AAV. This article presents the new guidelines for ANCA testing that have been developed based on the results of a recent large multicenter study by the European Vasculitis Society (EUVAS). The draft of the author committee was revised by each contributor and subsequently distributed to 12 experts on 4 continents. After further revision the final document was returned for ratification and submitted for publication. The current study results confirm the superiority of the diagnostic value of antigen-specific immunoassays compared to IIF. The current consensus recommendations support the primary use of PR3-ANCA and MPO-ANCA immunoassays for diagnostic evaluation of patients with AAV without the categorical need for additional IIF.